
 

Cherishing Life
25 Years of William J. Riley Memorial Residence 

HONORING LEGACIES

Hospice of the Calumet Area, a not-for-profit organization,  

is dedicated to improving the quality of life through compassionate  

care for individuals and families facing a life-limiting illness.



CHERISHING LIVES 

At Hospice of the Calumet Area, our focus is helping patients 
and families with Cherishing Life. 
  
We cherish life at a time when others may feel like giving up.  
We recognize just how precious each day is and treat it with the 
utmost respect and dignity. We help patients and families 
celebrate the positive aspects of today and reflect on treasured 
moments of the past. Our holistic approach cares for physical, 
emotional and spiritual needs, bringing comfort at a difficult 
time. We cherish life and help others cherish it, too. 

HISTORY  
Hospice of the Calumet Area grew from seeds planted by Bishop 
Andrew Grutka more than 40 years ago.  He learned about a new 
philosophy of caring for those with a life limiting illness and knew 
the people of Northwest Indiana deserved this type of care. He 
planted these seeds with a few community leaders, Monsignor 
Semancik and Dr. Al Costello, who made the concept a reality with 
the formation of Hospice of the Calumet Area, then known as 
Hospice of Northwest Indiana. 
    

To meet this growing need, in 1997 Hospice of the Calumet Area built the William J. Riley Memorial Residence, 
the first free-standing facility in Indiana built truly as a home, dedicated to the care of those with life-limiting 
illness. Staffed around the clock with nurses, aides and trained volunteers, it’s the next best place to home. 

WILLIAM J. RILEY MEMORIAL RESIDENCE 
“It's a place like no other, a haven of comfort and peace.”  
That's how families have described Hospice of the Calumet Area's 
hospice house, the William J. Riley Memorial Residence. 

In the past 25 years, more than 5,300 patients have received this 
special brand of care. Our eight-suite facility provides 24-hour 
care by Hospice of the Calumet Area’s family of nurses, social 
workers, aides, spiritual counselors and volunteers in a home-like 
setting. And a home it truly is - with a shared living and dining 
room, and large patient suites. The suites are spacious, each with 
its own furnace and air-conditioner, recliner, pull-out sleepers, dining table, private bath for patients and families 
to make themselves feel at home. And they certainly do; visitors coming and going day and night, celebrating 
birthdays, anniversaries and even weddings.  
  



 
 A core value of Hospice of the Calumet Area is to provide care 
regardless of ability to pay. We have been hit hard during the 
pandemic with evolving government mandates, staffing 
challenges, soaring costs and decreased reimbursement. Despite 
these challenges, Hospice of the Calumet Area remains strong in 
our resolve to provide care to all in need regardless of their ability 
to pay. In 2021, we provided $1.8 million in charity, discounted 
and uncompensated care. Based on 2022 financials, we are 
projected to surpass last year’s numbers. 

GOALS 
Hospice of the Calumet Area’s goal is to preserve the specialized care we provide at the William J. Riley 
Memorial Residence without jeopardizing our core values regarding all of our direct patient care 
programs. Therefore, we are launching a $1 million capital campaign to raise the necessary funds to maintain the 
integrity, safety and comfort of the William J. Riley Memorial Residence for today, tomorrow and the future. 

PROJECT OUTLINE 
Families often comment on the compassion they receive when they walk through the doors of the William J. Riley 
Memorial Residence. However, like any 25-year-old home, our facility is in need of major infrastructure updates. 
The original roof, windows, furnaces, and air conditioners are showing signs of wear, as well as the bathroom 
fixtures and refrigerators in our patient suites. We want the William J. Riley Memorial Residence to continue as a 
sanctuary for those in need of our unique brand of care. We need a solid foundation to ensure it remains the 
premier inpatient hospice setting for future generations. The surrounding grounds are looking drab and tired. 
  
We look forward to building partnerships that will powerfully impact patients and families in Lake, Porter and 
LaPorte counties in Indiana, as well as parts of bordering Will and Cook counties in Illinois. Planned Environment 
Associates, a landscape architect firm in Chesterton, Indiana, developed a master plan for us free of charge. The 
plan contains fragrance and pollinator gardens and walkways; a labyrinth which facilitates meditative and healing 
energy; and a flag pole with veterans’ memorial to honor the veterans who make up 25% of the individuals we 
serve. The outdoor areas will provide places for quiet reflection, facilitating comfort for patients and families. 
  

***Above photos are samples provided by Planned Environment Associates and have not been finalized by Hospice of the Calumet Area.
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PROJECT DETAIL                                                                                        COST ESTIMATE


Milling/Paving Driveway		 	 	 	 	 	                $80,407

Windows	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 $185,754

Roof	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 $120,546

Carpet	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	   $19,920

Ice Machine	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	     $6,259

HVAC	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 $130,390


Patient Rooms

Refrigerators	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	     $7,494

Bathroom updates	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	   $24,230


Exterior/Grounds

Meditation Gardens and walkways	 	 	 	 	 	 $200,000

Labyrinth	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	   $35,000

Veterans Memorial	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	   $15,000


Repair and Maintenance Fund	 	 	 	 	 	              $250,000

	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	         

                                                                                                                               $1,075,000

 


CAPITAL IMPROVEMENT EXPENDITURES: WILLIAM J. RILEY MEMORIAL RESIDENCE
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